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A Safe Method for Handling
Large Snakes in the Field

Restraining large and potentially dangerous reptiles for field
studies without using anesthesia can pose risk to researcher as
well as subject. Several techniques developed for safely handling
crocodilians and venomous snakes are reviewed by Flower (1978),
Almandarz (1986), and Gregory et al. (1989). Passive restraint of
large boids has not been addressed, possibly because few field
investigations into their natural history have been undertaken.

In January 1992, the authors began a long term study of ecol-
ogy, behavior, and conservation of anacondas, Eunectes murinus,
in the Venezuelan 1lanos; more than 200 anacondas ranging be-
tween 0.72 m (0.17 Kg) and 5.3 m TL (82.5 Kg) were handled
during routine collection of data. In order to reduce stress on the
specimen, and to minimize the number of handlers and the time
required to take data from each animal, we developed the follow-
ing method for safely working with anacondas.
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While holding the anaconda’s jaws closed, a cotton sock of
appropriate size is pulled over the snake’s head. Once the snake’s
snout contacted the bottom (toe) of the sock, several wrappings
of plastic electrician’s tape are firmly, but not tightly, secured over
the sock around the snake’s neck (directly behind the quadrate
bone). The tape will secure the sock on the anaconda’s head. Tak-
ing care to keep the mouth closed, a second length of tape is se-
cured, over the sock and around the snake’s snout (midway be-
tween eyes and nostrils) to secure the jaws. At this point the ana-
conda can be released for measuring, scale counting, scale clip-
ping, parasite collection, blood sampling, etc., without risk to the
investigator.

Although anacondas treated in this manner frequently struck
with great accuracy, they were unable to inflict injury and usually
settied down after a short period. Releasing the snakes into cloth
bags or steel barrels for transport may be accomplished by re-
moving the tape and the sock while the animal is restrained. For
large snakes, the loose sock was often left in place while the ani-
mal was released into the barrel to permit handlers to move away
while the snake’s vision was still compromised.

This technique proved quite reliable. None of the snakes was
able to remove the sock, nor did any bite through it. No health
problems were attributed to the use of this technique. This pas-
sive restraint method could be used effectively on many species
of large, non-venomous snakes in both field and captive situa-
tions.
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